At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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ONLINE RECRUITMENT

increasingly using various

~online methods, including \'\We\s
~ social media apps and
gaming platforms, in their
~attempts to recruit young

people as potential money
mules. The criminals often
deploy persuasive, deceptive

tactics to gain children’s initial
nterest and a entlon, then seek

kb Mone)) muling is frequently

e carried rout in tandem with other
organised criminal activities
such as the drugs trade or human
trafficking. Not only is money
muling a criminal offence in its
own right, therefore, but it could
also expose young people to
harmful situations as well as
potentially Euttl g themin
contact with some extremely
dangerous individuals.
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EDUCATE AND COMMUNICATE MONITOR ONLINE ACTNITIES TALKABOUTMONEY &~ {&
Talk to your child about the risks and If you have concerns, you might want keep a Discussions about avmdu:ig being recruited as a
consequences of money muling, emphasising closer than usual eye on your child's online monex mule are also opportunities for a
the importance of making informed decisions and presence, including their profiles on social media refresher with your child about financial responsibility ==
seeking guidance if they need it. Create an open, and any gaming platforms that they use. These can and good money mana%ement It's also a helpful
non-judgmental space which encourages them to often serve as useful early warning systems which starting point for highlighting the importance of
share their concerns and experiences, ensuring they might help you to detect any signs of attempted — earning their money by honest means and the
feel comfortable getting help if they suspect they may recruitment by criminals or other types of potential consequences of getting involved in illegal
have become involved in money muling. suspicious behaviour. activities, both online and offline.

STAY INFORMED

Criminals’ methods and approaches to recruiting young people as

. REPORT YOUR SUSPICIONS ®

¢ If you have reason to believe that your child, one of their

: money mules frequently evolve to reflect the online landscape. Try to ) | friends, or someone they know has been recruited into a money

g stay aware of criminals’ current tactics and make time to regularly ¢ muling operation, seek support and then report your suspicions. For your
check out resources prowded b?l schools, law enforcement and financial 4 own safety, please don’t attempt to directly confront anyone you suspect of
organisations. The Don’t Be Fooled Campaign (at www.moneymules.co.uk) %anlsm? money muling. Instead, contact Crimestoppers anonymously on
has plenty of useful information and advice. i 0 555 T11.
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Meet Our Expert e\

Ross Savage has a proven track record in countering financial crime, having

spent 13 years with UK law enforcement — specialising in money laundering
investigations and asset recovery from organised criminal groups. He now holds

senior visiting expert positions at various organisations and delivers customised ~
training and consultancy to government and private-sector clients worldwide. LJ
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www.ukfinance.orgiuk/press/press-releases/parents-urged-help-stop-rise-child-money-mules

y @natonlinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety ¢J® @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.06.2023



